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(Roll no. 580) On passage of H.R. 732— 

Stop Settlement Slush Funds Act, had I been 
present I would have voted yes. 

(Roll no. 581) On passage of H.R. 3898— 
Otto Warmbier North Korea Nuclear Sanctions 
Act, had I been present I would have voted 
yes. 

(Roll no. 582) On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of the 
Senate amendment to H. Con. Res. 71—es-
tablishing the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal year 2018 
and setting forth the appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027, had 
I been present I would have voted yes. 

(Roll no. 583) On adoption of the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H. Con. Res. 71— 
establishing the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal year 2018 
and setting forth the appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027, had 
I been present I would have voted yes. 

(Roll no. 584) On approval of the Journal, 
had I been present I would have voted yes. 
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HONORING LORRAINE L. PALAIS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a friend and pillar of the Yonkers com-
munity, Lorraine L. Palais, who this year is 
being honored by the Aquehung Women’s 
Democratic Club at their 52nd Annual Lunch-
eon. 

Lorraine has been active in the community 
and the local political scene for many years. 
Her and her husband, Elliott, moved to Yon-
kers with their son in 1961 and by April 1962, 
she had become a member of the ‘‘William 
Haber Second Ward Democratic Club.’’ 
Lorraine’s involvement in the club was only 
the beginning. She was a Ward Leader for 
over thirty years, and still is a District Leader. 
She has served as Treasurer for a successful 
Mayoral candidate, for City Judges, County 
Judges as well as a New York State Supreme 
Court Judge. She also managed and was 
Treasurer of Elliott’s campaigns as well as 
other state and county candidates. 

Lorraine later joined Aquehung Women’s 
Democratic Club when it was open to the en-
tire City. She was the first woman to receive 
the Americanism Award from the Yonkers 
Central Committee of Veterans’ Organizations, 
and also received the Exchange Club ‘‘One 
Nation Under God Award.’’ In addition, Lor-
raine has received the Kiwanis International 
‘‘Walter Zeller’’ Award, the PTA Jenkins Award 
and other Honors. And above all else, she is 
currently serving her thirty-fifth year as Presi-
dent of the Yonkers Police Second Precinct 
Community Council. 

Lorraine Palais has dedicated her life to 
helping improve the lives of those around her, 
and she has been an outstanding servant of 
the people. I am proud to call her a friend and 
I too would like to congratulate her on this 
wonderful honor and recognition from the 
Aquehung Women’s Democratic Club. It is 
well-deserved. 

GARFIELD COUNTY CHILD WEL-
FARE DIVISION RECOGNITION 
TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the employees of the Garfield Coun-
ty Department of Human Services for their 
dedication to child welfare. Their work recently 
garnered national recognition from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Service’s 
Children’s Bureau. 

Every year the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Service’s Children’s Bureau re-
views child welfare practices across the na-
tion. The Department selected Denver, Pueb-
lo, and Garfield Counties in Colorado for in- 
person reviews this year. The child welfare di-
vision is the second largest division in the 
Garfield County Department of Human Serv-
ices; it employs 31 individuals, who each re-
spond to and manage cases related to child 
abuse, neglect, and protection for at-risk 
adults. From January 1 through September 
20, 2017, roughly 350 referrals were assigned 
to the division, 85 percent of which were 
cases related to parental substance abuse. 
During the in-person review, 27 of Garfield 
County’s cases were analyzed in-depth to de-
termine whether the child welfare division fol-
lowed federal guidelines and focused on child 
protection, outcomes of permanency, safety 
and well-being. 

While it is rare for any entity to be awarded 
a perfect score, at the conclusion of the De-
partment’s evaluation, nine of Garfield Coun-
ty’s cases were marked in the 100 percent 
category. The review results are a testament 
to the passion and dedication that each mem-
ber of the child welfare division brings to their 
work every day. In addition to its review find-
ings, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services also praised Garfield County 
for going above and beyond to engage in 
timely communication with families involved in 
cases. 

Mr. Speaker, Garfield County’s exemplary 
performance in the field of child welfare is in-
credibly valuable to communities in the county 
and our state as a whole. We are thankful for 
their continued efforts to improve the lives of 
young children and adults in the Third Con-
gressional District. I stand with the residents of 
Colorado in thanking the employees of the 
child welfare division for their service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 BEST OF 
BRADDOCK AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the annual Best of 
Braddock Awards. These awards are the re-
sult of collaboration between the Braddock 
District Council and Braddock District Super-
visor and are presented to individuals and or-
ganizations whose extraordinary efforts make 
our community a better place. 

I have been proud to represent this commu-
nity since my days as Chairman of the Fairfax 

County Board of Supervisors. The level of 
civic engagement celebrated by these awards 
is a testament to the community spirit of Brad-
dock District. I have often said that civic en-
gagement is a key indicator of a healthy com-
munity and tonight’s event proves that Brad-
dock District is one of the healthiest commu-
nities in all of Northern Virginia. That is due in 
no small part to the actions of those honored 
here this evening. I extend my congratulations 
to all of tonight’s honorees and commend 
them for their efforts on behalf of others and 
in making our community one of the best 
places in the country in which to live, work 
and raise a family. 

It is my honor to include in the RECORD the 
following recipients of the 2017 Best of Brad-
dock Awards: 

Katie Pope—This Annandale High School 
student has an impressive record of commu-
nity service to a number of civic, church and 
charitable organizations. 

The Friends of Lake Accotink Park 
(FLAP)—This organization takes responsibility 
for supporting all of the numerous upkeep ac-
tivities necessary to maintain a 493 acre park. 

Meghan Walker—The organizer and man-
ager of all of the FLAP activities in support of 
the Park. 

Kiley Foster—This energetic first grader 
(one of the youngest Honorees ever) has 
started on an exemplary path of community 
service through her contributions to her 
church, charitable organizations, and other 
service groups such as ‘‘Girls on the Run.’’ 

Irene Merrill—Nominated by the Briarwood 
Court Condo Association, Irene has continu-
ously improved and produced the Association 
newsletter for over 10 years. 

Jeremiah Bethea—This All-Conference, All- 
Regional, and All-State pole vault competitor 
also finds time outside of athletics to earn 
service awards from his neighborhood, write 
for the student newspaper, participate in stu-
dent Government, and qualify for Math and 
Social Studies Honor Societies. 

Suzanne Metz—This physical education 
teacher is the organizer of ‘‘Walk to School’’ 
and ‘‘Bike to School’’ days. She has also been 
instrumental working with the PTA to establish 
a summer camp. 

Norene Gerstner—This avid gardener has 
served the Braddock District for 21 years as a 
volunteer working in and around the Kings 
Park Library. She has been a leader in con-
ceptualizing and implementing the unique gar-
den surrounding the library along with her 
‘‘Gardening Friends of Kings Park Library’’ 
Group. 

Morton Berger—The first posthumous hon-
oree, he volunteered thousands of hours with 
VIPS (Volunteers in Police Service) to memo-
rialize through photograph numerous police 
activities for the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the 2017 Best of Braddock 
honorees for their tremendous contributions to 
Fairfax County and Northern Virginia. I also 
wish to extend special recognition to George 
Klein, the chair of the Braddock District Coun-
cil, for his work in organizing this event and for 
his tireless efforts on behalf of others in our 
community. 
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